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___________________________________________________________________________
Heinz Fischer

Austrian Federal President 

Hofburg

Adlerstiege

1010 Vienna - Austria         
___________________________________________________________________________

Paris, March the 3rd, 2006

Dear Mr President,
Reporters Without Borders, an international organisation that defends press freedom, while aware of the steps already taken by your government with the Kurdish authorities, appeals to you nevertheless to redouble your efforts for the release of Austrian jurist of Kurdish origin, Kamal Sayid Qadir, who was sentenced to 30 years in prison on 19 December 2005 for “defamation of public institutions”.

Kamal Sayid Qadir is accused of insulting and denigrating Massud Barzani, President of the autonomous region of Iraqi Kurdistan, in articles posted on the Internet. On 26 February 2006, this conviction was quashed when the cyberdissident made a new appearance before a Kurdish court, without it being known what charges were being pressed against him. The next hearing is due on 9 March. 

He has been held since 26 October 2005 at Erbil prison in the autonomous region of Kurdistan, in northern Iraq. In an interview given from his cell to local radio Nawa, on 26 February, he said he had been tortured and received death threats from leading figures in the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). He also reported that he had been deprived of food and drink for three days. The authorities in Iraqi Kurdistan have several times since January announced that his release was imminent, but nothing has ever come of it.

Even if Kamal Sayid Qadir had effectively denigrated the president, his articles do not in any way represent a threat to the institutions of Iraqi Kurdistan. Reporters Without Borders strongly condemns his continued detention.

We urge you to put pressure on the Kurdistan government to put a quick end to this unjustified imprisonment.

I trust you will give this request your careful consideration.

Yours faithfully,
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Robert Ménard 

General Secretary 
