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ned from entering the Gaza Strip throughout
the conflict and they were forced to OcoverO
BACKGROUND at a distance a war which attracted world-

_ _ _ wide attention.The blockade prompted pro-
After six months of relative calm in Gaza, §gsts and indignation from the entire

ceasefire agreed between Israel and thﬁrofession.
Hamas movement ended on 19 December.

The EZZEdIn aI-Qassaén,harmhed W'ngf_%raelijournalists have been banned, because
Hamas, then announced that the cease "8t their nationality, from entering the territo-

\t/zoulljd nokt be {ﬁn%v;(_ad,pl:ttmg th%blimifg;r_i s for more than two years and the Gaza
et [)ea Onth N 'g.?.'s e"nefnz whic p rip is regularly closed to foreign journalists
not observe the conditions - of the cease Ire’oy the Israeli authorities. But this ban, from

by maintaining its blockade of the Gaza Strip27 December onwards, while the military of-

The  political-military _movement Fh.at fensive had just started, had serious conse-
controls the Gaza Strip resumed firing L
guences for the work of Palestinian

rockets at targets in neighbouring Israel. Is.-Ournalists who were the onlv ones able to
raeli aviation hit back against Gaza on 20 DS y

L L cover the conflict. OI wouldnOt wish on
cember 2008, firing three missiles close to . .
nyone to live through what we lived

the Jabaliya refugee camp. After this th rough. Every evening, | asked myself how
rocket fire was stepped up, with around 200come | was still aliveO, Shohdi el-Kashef, head

being fired between 19 and 27 December, ac-f the broadcast itani
cording toAgence France-Presse of the broadcast news agengyamattanin

Gaza, told Reporters Without Borders.

Following the death of an Israeli civilian, kil- ith q |
led by a rocket fired at Netivot, Israel laun- R€POrters Without Borders went to Israel,

ched an air offensive it codenamed Ocal® Gaza Strip and the West Bank at the end
Lead® on 27 December 2008, before openinf January to assess the extent of press free-
a ground operation from 3 January 200990M Vviolations committed during the
After 22 days of conflict, the Israeli security¢onflict.

cabinet, on 17 January adopted a resolution

in favour of a unilateral ceasefire in Gaza.The

last Israeli soldiers withdrew from the GazaHE GAZA STRIP CLOSED TO FO-

Strip on 21 January 2009, the day after th&EIGN JOURNALISTS

inauguration of the new US president, Barack o ) .
Obama. As Israeli aviation launched its offensive on

27 December 2008, the military authorities

According to the United Nations, the Israeli closed the Gaza Strip to foreign journalists.
offensive left 1,330 dead (including 431 chil-
dren and 112 women) and 5,380 woundedPuring the second war in Lebanon, in July-
on the Palestinian side and 14 dead on th@ugust 2006, journalists had been Oembed-
Israeli side (10 soldiers, of whom four werededO with Israeli troops so as to follow
killed by Ofriendly fireO and four civiliangpilitary operations, as reported by Nahum
More than 4,000 homes were entirely des-Barnea, of the dailyredioth Aharonothnd
troyed in Israeli attacks and more thansoldiers used their mobile phones to des-
17,000 others were damaged, according agribe the war live to their families, but also to
estimate from the Palestinian AuthorityOpurnalists, sometimes with film as well.
central statistics bureau, which estimated the
losses at more than two billion dollars. In Gaza, in December 2008, the Israeli mili-
tary command, drawing lessons from the free
News was also a casualty of the conflict. Sirnedia coverage that exposed its shortco-
journalists were killed between 27 Decem-mings to the whole world, adopted a com-
ber 2008 and 17 January 2009, two whilgletely different approach. They closed the
working, and at least three buildings housin@Gaza Strip making it impossible for any fo-
media were hit. Foreign journalists were banteign journalist to reach the field of battle.
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Once they entered the sector, Israeli soldiersTerritories, ordered the Israeli government
were not allowed to take mobile phones with to allow access to the Gaza Strip before 1st
them. January 2009 at 10am, by pools of a maxi-
mum of 12 journalists. OEven though we do
The army not only designated Gaza as a Ocloet in principle agree with OpoolsO, the Court
sed military zoneO but they also added corrigave us no choice, judging that it was OpoolsO
dor of land 2 kilometres wide around the or nothing, the FPAOs lawyer said in a press
territory, into which only authorised persons statement.The defence ministry reduced this
could enter.A photographer from thReuters number to eight and said two of them should
news agency was arrested on 13 January ftwe chosen by the army.
having Otaken photos inside the closed zoneO,
according to a military spokesman. His accreHowever, the CourtOs decision was never im-
ditation was suspended for two weeks andplemented. The army justified keeping Gaza
his cameras were confiscated. closed for Osecurity reasonsO linked to the air
attacks. After it launched the ground offen-
According to the Government Press Officesive, on 3 January, the army justified its deci-
(GPO), between 800 and 1,000 foreign jour-sion by the fact that the presence of foreign
nalists have permanent accreditation to workjournalists could obstruct the progress of mi-
in Israel, GPO head, Daniel Seaman, told Rétary operations. The foreign journalists
porters Without Borders that 500 extra could reveal strategic positions and the
journalists had been accredited to cover theground operations could put the safety of

conflict as OvisitorsO. journalists in the field at risk.
Who took the decision to close the From the start of short Ohumanitarian
Gaza Strip to foreign journalists? trucesO guaranteed by Israel on 7 January, fo-

reign journalists asked to be allowed to enter
The various Israeli authorities put the res-the zone when crossing points were opened
ponsibility on each other. Foreign ministryup to humanitarian aid, for two or three hours
spokesman,Yigal Palmor, told Reporters Wia day.
thout Borders that his administration had no-
thing to do with the decision. But he stressedThe Coordinator of Government Activities in
that restrictions put on journalists wanting the Territories (COGAT), the Israeli defence
to go to the Gaza Strip pre-dated the ministry body in charge of coordinating issues
conflict. relating to civilians, controls the crossing

points, particularly that of Erez. Palmor told
The ONational Information DirectorateO, seReporters Without Borders that well before
up in 2008 to deal with everything to do with the military operations in Gaza, the opening
government communications, was certainljhours of the crossing points had been reduced
consulted, butYigal Palmor said the decisioto guarantee the safety of personnel working
was taken at a yet higher level, between théhere. The COGAT had therefore responded
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, and De-negatively to foreign press demands, using the
fence Minister, Ehud Barak. Nahum Barneargument of restrictions linked to the safety of
editorialist onYedioth Aharono#aid that the personnel at the crossing points, refusing the-
two men did not agree: OIf Barak leaned torefore to allow journalists to cross over during
wards allowing the entry of foreign journa- the hours set aside for aid organisations.
lists, Olmert definitely vetoed itO.
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When on 9 January, it appeared there was sta-
How did the press itself react? lemate, Reporters Without Borders launched

an appeal urging the Israeli authorities to res-
The Supreme Court on 31 December 2008 tore access to the Gaza Strip to foreign repor-
after proceedings were launched by the Foters, judging such a closure to be untenable
reign Press Association (FPA) grouping all fand dangerous.The appeal was signed, within a
reign journalists in Israel and the Palestiniafew days, by 160 international media, including

Palestinian journalists caught between Israeli firing and Hamas threats
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CNNtheNewYork TimesidSky New$he 160 Strip by the Rafah crossing, which is control-
signatures were on 22 January handed to thiked by the Egyptian authorities. The Israeli
Israeli ambassador in France, Daniel Shek, bymy announced on 22 January that it had de-
the secretary general of Reporters Without cided to allow foreign journalists to enter
Borders, Jean-Franeois Julliard. Gaza via Erez from the following day. Howe-
ver, it only applied to the journalists regularly
Foreign and Israeli reporters were despite thisaccredited by the Government Press Office.
forced to stay on the outside. OJournalists are
asked to watch the war from far away, throughFollowing a second appeal by the FPA, the
a huge glass screen.We can guess at the ddsraeli Supreme Court on 25 January told
truction, but we do not know about the the Israeli government that it should
human stories behind it,0 said @BJourna- allow foreign correspondents access to
list. The town of Sderot, north of Gaza, wasthe Gaza Strip, closure only being invoked
turned into a Ogiant journalistlandO, to quota Ocircumstances of physical dangerO.The
the correspondent forLe MondeBenjamin FPA welcomed this decision that Ostreng-
Barthe.The army set up a press centre for fothens protection of press freedom and
reign journalists where the military could re-freedom of movement, as fundamental
ceive press representatives in any language, oghts that cannot be restricted except
almost, military spokesman, Major Avital Leiboin extreme circumstancesO, as the organi-
vich told Reporters Without Borders:OYou justsationOs lawyer, Gilead Sher, put it.
have to look at the scheduleO.While waiting,
the army kept the journalists busy with aWhy was the Gaza Strip closed to
OGaza border tourQ, including visits to tliee press?
Qassam museumO.
Many reasons were given for banning foreign
Twice boats chartered by the non-govern-journalists from the Gaza Strip and they chan-
mental organisation OFree GazB@fityon ged over time: security of personnel working at
29 December 2008 and th&pirit of Humanity crossing points, personal security of journalists,
on 15 January) left Cyprus for Gaza, to try tothe risk of obstructing military operations in
break the blockade. On board were teams ofthe field and so on. Head of the GPO, Daniel
doctors and journalists. But the Israeli NavySeaman, took a hard-line view and took full
forcibly prevented them from getting close to control over news. OWe prevented journalists
the coast, not without causing damage. from entering to avoid having to deal with so-
mething like what happened in Kanaa. And it
A handful of Israeli and foreign journalistsvorked. Public opinion was not able to in-
were from 7 January able to reach the theafluence the army in its choice of tactics.O He
tre of operations, OembeddedO with the Isadded that,ODemocracy does sometimes have
raeli army, the FPA taking charge of makingta take certain measuresO. As far as he was
list of chosen journalists. In this way, a total otoncerned, he had no doubt that it was deci-
16 foreign journalists were able to enter theded on military considerations alone.
Gaza Strip, according to Avital Leibovich.
Mehdi Lebouachera@FPcorrespondent for The GPO director also stressed that in the
Jerusalem and Gaza, was allowed to cross past other governments had banned journa-
the Erez point on 13 January with several collists from conflict zones, and that Israel was
leagues. He told Reporters Without Borders not the first country to adopt such restric-
that the journalists had no freedom of move-tions. He cited the example of the Falklands
ment. Certainly, they were in Gaza, but theyWar and the first Gulf war, during which res-
could do nothing more than follow the army pectively the British and the Americans im-
in its operations and interview an Israeliposed real control over news. He said,Olt has
press officer. happened in the past and it will happen again,
particularly when we know the extent to
From 15 January 2009, a large number ofthich the media can constitute weapons of
journalists entered the south of the GazawarO.
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Account by Lorenzo Cremonesi, special correspon-
dent for Italian daily Corriere della Sera

o

OOn 16 January | was at KhanYunis, in the Gaza Strip, whichaege
to get into five days earlier. At that time, Israeli militagion was concer
trated on Gaza City.| decided to go, with a translator anclangadriver, to-
wards Gaza City.

| therefore telephoned th@ress OffiseJerusalem which advised me to speak to the Israeli ArrRgsipan
They told me that they could absolutely not guarantee myysaiiece the zone | was going to cross was a
war zone.They said however that they would inform army uhiége of my journey.They asked me wihat
time | was leaving, what kind of car | was using and the nurhpeople in the car.They added that it was
pointless to mark the car with the word OmediaO.

We left KhanYunis at 3pm on the 16th, travelling on a totatiypty road.When we reached the Netzarim
crossing at 3.15pm, the road was blocked by a barricade niatienes and earth. | got out of the car fo
indicate our presence to an Israeli military unit, at abdutmetres from the barrier and to our right
waved my arms and shouted in Hebrew and English that | wadiamjthurnalist. The soldiers opened fire
with M16 and sub-machinegun fire for 15 minutes, hitting#inseveral times.Two bullets penetrated the
car, the windows were broken as was the windscreen and buallsb hit the seats.We threw ourselves to
the ground, hiding behind a sand bank and continued to $faciine-gun fire continued for about 40 :lzi-
nutes. | used my mobile phone to call the military spokesimerfdrm him of the situation.At about 4pin,

the spokesman told me that the military unit had been infahwieour identity and we could leave. Butas

soon as we got back into the vehicle, the soldiers openeddign, aiming at our vehicle.\We hit the groyind
again where we stayed, stretched out and hidden behind thesdChe shooting continued but sporadidally.

The spokesman called me again at 5pm, reassured me and V\mMescape.J\lobody was woun
ded but the car was very badly damaged. | have often come nnilary fire, but itOs the first ime | hajve
been confronted with an army whose rules of engagement ltovire continuously on civilians.

But many people think that the Israeli armymust be defeated O The Egyptian president accuses
also wanted to control the images of this warHamas of responsibility for this war, having broken
a control they did not exercise during the se-the ceasefire. The grip of an Islamist movement on
cond war of Lebanon and which resulted aiGaza worries the Egyptian government which is al-
the time in a defeat in the media. Sakher Mready grappling with raised tensions in connection
Abu al-Oun, leader of the Gaza branch of thewith the Muslim Brotherhood.

Palestinian journalistsO union, told Reporters

Without Borders that Othe international medialn an interview, with ReportersWithout Borders, de-
were not allowed to enter so that the interna- puty information minister, Dr Abu Hasheish, declined
tional community did not know about the to discuss EgyptOs stance in connection with the clo-
massacres committed by the Israeli Army.O sing of the Rafah crossing.

News control as military objective
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And what was the role of Egypt in this? However, from 15 January onwards, numbers of fo-

reign journalists did manage to reach Gaza from
After Hamas took control of Gaza in June 2007, thégypt. But this situation only lasted a few days.The
Egyptian authorities decided to close the Rafah croggyptian authorities decided on 19 January to reserve
sing between the two territories, a decision that spar-the Rafah crossing for humanitarian aid (ambulances,
ked a furious reaction from the people of Gazadoctors, nurses and rescue workers), as a foreign di-
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said during talgtomat posted to Cairo explained it to Reporters
with a European delegation on an official visit to CairdVithout Borders. Journalists then had to go further
on 5 January 2009, that it was Opreferable that Hansasuth to Kerem Shalom, jointly controlled by Egyp-
did not come out as winner in this situation. Hamadians and Israelis, to try to enter Gaza.

Israel / Gaza
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PALESTINIAN  JOURNALISTS THE sociation for aid to released prisoners when
ONLY ONES ABLE TO WITNESS the building was hit by Israeli aviation.The jour-
EVENTS IN GAZA nalistsO car was struck by shell fragments and

debris from the damaged building. The four
Until foreign journalists managed to enter thepassengers, Mohammed Madi,Abu Shamala and
Gaza Strip via Rafah around 15 January 20@ssel Faraj, were wounded. They were taken
the only images broadcast by the worldOs medigShifa hospital in Gaza City. Bassel Faraj, who
were the work of Palestinian journalists |iVingf]ad suffered a head wound, died on 6 January

permanently in the territory at war. These after being transferred to a hospital in Cairo.
journalists continued to work, braving air raids

and ground offensives, overcoming technical Bassel Faraj
difficulties and while having to bear constant
anxiety for the safety of their families.

The number of journalists killed or injured va-
ries according to the sources. After investiga-
ting on the spot, Reporters Without Borders

believes that six journalists were killed, two of
them while working. During an interview with

the Hamas deputy information minister, he put
forward the figure of five journalists killed.
Some 15 were wounded, according to Repor-

ters Without BordersO figures. On 28 December 2008, the premises of al-

Agsa TVlaunched by Hamas in 2005, were
Two journalists died in fighting, se- bombarded for several hours at the start of
veral media buildings hit by Israeli the air raid, and three of the five floors were
shooting Palestinian destroyed of this building, situated in the al-

Nasr district of Gaza City. Director of pro-
Palestinian media suffered losses on the vergrammes, Samir Abu Mohsen, told Reporters
first day of the offensive. However the Israeliwithout Borders that the channelOs manage-
authorities know the exact location of all the ment had expected such an attack and had
news agencies based in the Gaza Strip. Aiiffepared an emergency evacuation plan. From
these agencies are in regular contact with thehe star of the air offensive, the channel had
Arab-language section of the Israeli Army, onetarted broadcasting from an alternative studio
of the spokesmen being Afikhay Adrai. so al-Ags@s official studios were empty when

the attack came.

News control as military objective
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Bassel Faraj, a 22-year(ajpqsa TV

N
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cameraman, was very bau
wounded on 27 Decembe
2008 while covering th
start of the Israeli offensiv
with a team fromPalestin
Media Producti¢gRMP). Ab-
delghani Jaber, general dir
tor of this production house
that provides footage fo
German televisiorZ DF as
well as Algerian and Morot
can television, told Repol
ters Without Borders that
one of his crews, travellin
in a vehicle clearly marke
with a OTVO emblem in r
letters, was close to the As-

Israeli Army spokesman, Avital
Leibovich, told the organisation
that the Israeli authorities vie-
wed the media as a propaganda
tool, a weapon being used by
Hamas, and it should therefore
be destroyed on the same basis
as any other military target. In
the same wawl-Manarthe tele-
vision channel of the Lebanese
Shiite Hezbollah movement, was
the target of military attacks du-
ring the war in Lebanon in 2006.
This position is shared by Daniel
Seaman, director of the Govern-
ment Press Office.
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The line between a media used to support avilian lifeO. It adds:Oeffective advance warning shall be
war effort and a simple propaganda tool is difgiven of attacks which may affect the civilian popula-
ficult to draw, says Yigal Palmor. For Charles Ettion, unless circumstances do not permitO.
derlin, a member of the FPA committee and
permanent correspondent foFrance 2 televi- The Israeli defence forces on 3 January 2009, bombar-
sionOEven if there is no doubt thakAgsas a ded the offices of the weekil-Rissaglinanced by
militant, extremist, anti-Jewish television, it ifHamas.The attack took place at night and there were
not a reason to bomb itO. no staff casualties as a result, editorWissam OAfifa, told
ReportersWithout Borders. During the same attack,
Under international law, even a media servinthe army also destroyed the offices of al-Rantissi Prin-
as a propaganda tool at the service of theers, the weeklyOs printing house.
enemy, does not constitute a legitimate military
target. It is protected on the same basis as anglaa Murtaja, journalist and correspondent on radio
civilian building. The International Criminal Tri-al-Buragvas killed when his house was hit in a bom-
bunal for the ex-Yugoslavia (ICTY) has said thdtardment, on 9 January, while he was reporting live
a media should not be considered a militaryon air from his home, in the al-Zeitoun district in the
objective for the sole reason that it takes partsouth of Gaza City. The journalist had decided to
in a propaganda effort in the support of troopswork at home, for security reasons.
On the other hand, the same jurisdiction rules
that a media that calls for murder and incitesThe same day, the al-JawharaTower (on the corner
hatred, does become a legitimate target.  of al-Wahda street and al-Jalaa street) was hit by fi-
ring from Israeli planes, said Atef Abu Rami, head of
Deliberate attacks on buildings used by the pregtie Palestine Media & CommunicatiofiB2GC),
constitute a violation of international humanitariarhoused in the building, and which provides footage
law. Journalists have the right to do their job in terri-to 25TV channels as well as to foreign news agen-
tories at war. Nothing can therefore justify the fact ofcies. He told Reporters Without Borders that he
intentionally aiming at a building housing a media. had been in permanent contact with Israeli Army
officials before and during the conflict. They had
The case of the Hamas chanalehqs# more com-  constantly reassured him that the offices would not
plex. Many of its programmes are clearly anti-Semitie targeted by army shooting, and insisting on the
and call for Jihad. Some of its programmes for childrereed to keep the offices permanently lit. So on 9 Ja-
praise martyrs and advocate resistance against tieiary, the officeOs lights were all on, red TV stickers
OZionist enemyO through armed struggle. had been stuck on the windows and PRESS and TV
signs were painted in red on the roof of the new
For all that, international humanitarian law specifiesight-storey building, when at around 6pm, the
that in such cases, there is an obligation to issuetewer was hit, while journalists were on the roof in
warning and a principle of proportionality to be res-the process of broadcasting live. Only Manar Shulail
pected. Under Protocol 1 of the Geneva Conven-Shalloula, a 25-year-old producer on SaudaFV
tions, those who prepare or decide on an attackEkhbariyauffered a head injury. Atef Abu Rami was
should Orefrain from deciding to launch any attacjuick to stress that the journalists had only nar-
which may be expected to cause incidental loss of giewly escaped death.

Media targeted in wartime: Cases have multiplied since the war in Kosovo

In the past, other media accused of being Opropaganda mediaO have been targeted and constitute vers| dangero
precedents for the press. In Yugoslavia, The North Atlantic Alliance (NATO) bombed the headquarEFSadio
and television in Belgrade, killing 16 of its employees. In January 2001, The Israeli Armiedythenialestiniap
television and radio The Voice of Palestine in the occupied territories in Ramallah. During teerip8ign in Aft
ghanistan, the army on 12 November 2001, bombed the offices of the Aratit-Jazeeria Kabul.

Iraqi television was bombarded by the Anglo-American coalition on the evening of 25 March 2803ddy$ latet,
a missile hit the information ministry.

Three journalists on Lebanese New TV were wounded in an liskamy air raid in July 2006.The foIIov!ing day, three
staff on al-Manar television run by Lebanese Hezbollah, were wounded in an Israeli attacknei®®s offices, [o-
cated in the Shiite southern suburbs of Beirut. The statiohqut a release saying that the missile had not destrqyed

its relay aerial and that broadcasts had continued without interruption.
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After he demanded an explanation, the Israeli
Army replied that Hamas fighters had been occu-
pying an office in the tower. Atef Abu Rami, howe-
ver, had an alternative explanation. He said the
Israelis had deliberately targeted the installations
of Iranian Arabic-language televisiafrAlam,
which, three years earlier had wanted to take pre-
mises in the tower. But its entire equipment had
been blocked at Ashdod, an Israeli port, north of
Erez, preventing it from broadcasting from Gaza.
The aerial which was fixed on the roof of the buil-
ding and could therefore have been targeted i

n .
the shooting, was not in service. doubt about the explanation :The attacks were

OintentionalO and were aimed at Opreventing

After investigating, Israeli military officials, on théhe media from covering the Israeli Army mas-
other hand, told Reporters Without Borders that Sacre of Palestinian civiliansO. This view is sha-

they did not know about any attack on this buil-red by the majority of Palestinian journalists
ding. whom Reporters Without Borders met in

Gaza.
On 15 January, around midday, the south side of
the al-Shuruq tower, housing several news ager
cies, was hit in Israeli shelling while the Israel
Army was engaged in combat in the Tal al-Haww:
district in the south of Gaza City.

The studios of the agency Gaza Media Cente!

took a direct hit and two journalists were injured.

The agency sells footage tboADhabiTV, Fox News

Sky News, CNixhdFrance 2mong others.Ayman Mohammed
Youssef Al-Rouzi was hit in the head by shell frag Al-Soussi
ments while Mohammed al-Soussi had an arm in-

jury. He said afterwards that he probably would _ _ _

not be alive today except for the fact that, for Why did the Israeli Army fire on
once, he was wearing a bullet-proof vest on thaPuildings housing media?

day.

News control as military objective

Questioned by the organisation about the at-
tack on al-Shuruq, Major Avital Leibovich ex-
plained that the Israeli Army was carrying out
an investigation into the circumstances of the
hit. Early conclusions suggested it might have
been a mistake. They army, had on that day,
fired several Osmoke bombsO to facilitate the
military operation aimed at killing Mahmoud
al-Zahar, one of HamasOs senior leaders, who
was present in the district. For the Israeli de-
fence forces, it was therefore Oan unfortunate
firing errorO and not an act aimed delibera-
tely at the press. The officer phoned the US chan-
Palestinian journalists have wondered about thge|, Fox which buys footage from the Gaza
reasons for the shooting. Mohammed al-Soussledia Center, to give it the first results of the
said that from 8pm that day the channel had putvestigation.
cameras on the roof to film the fighting in the dis-
trict. Others point out that the building had a Throughout the conflict, Israel continued to
Hamas radicl-Agsa Radan the 15th floor. Dr  justify its military attacks by accusing Hamas
Abu Hasheish, deputy information minister inof making use of civilian bases to fire its-
the Hamas government, said there was naockets, including buildings housing the media.

pd
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From 20 January, the Israeli authoritiesThroughout the conflict, Palestinian jour-
regularly broadcast a video showingnalists worked in extremely difficult
Hanan el-Masri, a journalist forml-Ara- conditions: exposed to danger while mo-
biya filmed on 15 January, shortly beforeving around, work equipment destroyed,
going on air live. In this video, she is seepress vehicles damaged, reduced staffing
and heard saying on the telephone thatevels because of journalists killed and
missiles had been fired from lower floorsinjured, and cuts to power and tele-
of the al-Shuruq building where the chanphone networks.

nel was based. Questioned in Gaza by Re-

porters Without Borders, the journalist Without electricity, journalists had to
said that this passage had been recordertly on generators with often insufficient
a few seconds before her live broadcastoutput. The agencyRamattarandal-Agsa
The absence of thal-Arabiyédogo on the television used mobile broadcast studios.
tape showed, she said, that the Israeli seffhe Palestine Media ProductidMP)
vices had hacked into it between thesent footage down fibre optic cables to
Gaza station and the television studioslerusalem or to the West Bank, from
based in the United Arab Emirates. Shaevhere they were transmitted by satellite.
pointed out that Othis constitutes a violadts director general told Reporters Wi-
tion of international lawO and said thehout Borders in an interview that he
channel was planning to lay a complairtad not been able to meet all the de-
against Israel. She added that she had onlyands.

asked a question, without saying that the

Grad missiles had been launched from al3ournalists had to limit their movements

Shurug. during the day because of the danger, a
problem that was worsened by a shor-
[See video al-Arabiya: tage of bullet-proof vests and the fact

http://youtube.com/watch?v=195u-HgC47c that many press vehicles were damaged
http://maillist.tehila.gov.il/t/1161/4501/5 during the offensive. Moreover, from
44/0/] 5pm onwards, it became dangerous for
any Gaza resident to get about, to the
Journalists say that the Israeli Army dicextent that most journalists stopped
sporadically hack into radio frequencieggoing home and spent the night at their
during the conflict, of radicGawt al-ShaOmmedia offices. Imad al-Franji, froal-
and ofal-Aqgsdelevision.The Israeli Army Quds TVtold Reporters Without Bor-
communications services apparentlyders that he had not been home for five
broadcast without the knowledge of the days in a row. Atef Abu Rami, head of the
media concerned, propaganda messag®&alestine Media & Communication Com-
calling on Palestinians to stop supportinggany,had fixed up an apartment in the
Hamas. The Israeli authorities deny thesal-Jawhara tower where journalists wor-
accusations. king with him could live for the duration
of the conflict.
Israeli officials consider that at no time
were the Palestinian journalists who wereBeing separated from their families put
killed or wounded targeted as such. Itthem under even more pressure. Journa-
was a case of Ocollateral damageO, saists frequently continued to work wi-
Yigal Palmor, spokesman for the foreigrthout stopping, or almost, said Shohdi

News control as military objective
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ministry. el-Kashef, head of thRamattaragency. A
strong solidarity developed between the

EXTREMELY DIFFICULT WORKING different agencies so they could over-

CONDITIONS come the technical, material and human
difficulties.

There were estimated to be more than

700 journalists working in the autono-All of them complained about the fact
mous territory when Hamas took control that, unlike most foreign journalists, they
by force in June 2007. had no insurance coverage in wartime.
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How can information be gathered via the tunnels from the Gaza Strip into
and checked against this back- Egypt two days before the start of the
ground? conflict and who was afterwards threate-

ned by Hamas.
Since journalistsO capacity to move about
was limited, gathering and checking informaAnother Palestinian journalist recounted
tion proved difficult. Most of the work was that three days before the conflict star-
done on the phone, information sometimested, he wrote an article saying that Israel
coming live from hospital staff. Most journa-would bombard the Hamas tunnels in the
lists have a subscription to news wires byevent of an attack. After it appeared,
text.VHF radios were particularly useful forHamas officials came and threatened his
receiving and transmit information, particu-editor. The journalists fear attack from
larly during power cuts, as Saleh el-Masryhe most radical members of Hamas.
manager of radi@l-Quds Voiexplained.
One manager of a Palestinian radio made
Journalists told Reporters Without Borders a point of talking about the pressure, par-
that Hamas succeeded in sending mediagcularly after his staff interviewed people
messages, by videotape, text message ahiding on the West Bank. He received tele-
email. Samir Abu Mohsen of Agsa T\said phone threats from Hamas members ad-
some tapes were only given to his channelising him to stop broadcasting this kind
while other were distributed to all the news of programme. He stressed that the radio
agencies. was protected by the Islamic Jihad, which
operates alongside Hamas, but he fears
suffering the same fate as Fatah journa-
lists, many of whom were arrested or for-
ced to take refuge on the West Bank after
Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip in
June 2007.

One correspondent working for theRa-
mattannews agency was brutally assaul-
ted by Hamas supporters for reporting
How did Hamas behave towards on an event that Ohe should not have co-
journalists? veredO. Hamas fighters also refused to
allow journalistsO access to Zeitoun, a dis-
One Palestinian journalist stressed thatrict in the south of Gaza City. Some said
neither the Israeli Army nor Hamas allo-that Hamas made use of the fact that fo-
wed Palestinian journalists to cover thereign journalists were unable to enter the
conflict properly. Gaza Strip to carry out abuses that would
never be shown, since Palestinian repor-
Many Gaza journalists said in confidencters feared for their or their familiesO
that Hamas OusedO the Palestinian mediizes.
during this conflict, but no-one was prepa-
red to say so on camera for fear of repri-It is true to say that Palestinian journa-
sals. One of them, speaking on conditiodists did not film Hamas fighters firing
of anonymity, said: OHamas controlled inforockets. Questioned about this, they all
mation during the war. Th8BC,ABndAFP said that there were no Hamas comba-
are all under its control. No open criticism tants in the streets. Hamas deputy infor-
can be made against Hamas. Journalistsrimation minister, Dr Abu Hasheish, said
Gaza do not have complete freedom.O Hélamas had not obstructed the work of
also cited the example of a Palestiniajournalists. OEveryone can openly criticise
journalist working for Israel@hannel 10 Hamas, without any problemO, he said. Ex-
who reported on Hamas arms smugglingept nobody doeskE
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WHAT WAS MEDIA COVERAGE OF criticised the few voices raised against the of-
THIS WAR LIKE? fensive, or those who had reservations. OPeo-
ple did not want to hear itO, said Nahum
Despite the fact that foreign journalists wereBarnea. So,OThey were shown what they wan-
forced to kick their heels at the gates of Gazated to seeO, added Charles Enderlin, permanent
there was no news Oblack out" during this watorrespondent in Israel foFrance 2 television
Palestinian journalists on the spot continuecdind committee member of the FPA. Sarit Mi-
to work, to produce reports and provide film chaeli, of the NGO, BOTselem, was definite
to foreign media. about it: OThe problem was not the lack of re-
ports in the Israeli media, but the reports
One Palestinian journalist pointed out the IsthemselvesO.
raelis could very well have seen to it that no
footage got out of Gaza, by cutting fibre opticThe only sources of information used by the
cables linking many Palestinian media to satébcal media were military, stressed Yizhar BeQer,
lites or by bombarding mobile broadcast and they were never questioned. This policy

studios. contasts with the second Lebanon war, during
which many lIsraeli journalists reported in the
Patriotic coverage in the Israeli field. Sarit Michaeli explained why, on 8 January,
press, and under the sign of the Israeli human rights NGOs condemned the
martyr in the Arab media stance of the Israeli media, whom they accused

of gagging criticism against the Gaza Strip of-
Israeli media, with a few exceptions, expresfensive. These organisations set up an alterna-
sed clear support for the military offensive, asive source of information in the form of a blog
illustrated by the work of Keshev, an Israeliwww.gazaeng.blogspot.com).
NGO specialising in media-monitoring. Its di-
rector, Yizhar BeOer, explained to Reporterghisde factanonopoly of the army as source
Without Borders the extent to which the of information for the Israeli media, led the FPA
media, particularly the newspaper Yediothto make an appeal on 15 January, for a boycott
Aharonoth, showed itself to be patriotic and of photos and film made available by the Israeli
militant throughout the fighting. OThe termsdefence forces.
used to cover the conflict were all appro-
priate to competition, of enthusiasm, even euMeanwhile, Arab television channels showed
phoria,0 he said. Some voices were raisédotage on a loop of bodies blown apart,
against it, such as those of Gideon Levy andiomen crying over their dead children and of
Amira Hass, journalists on the dalaaretz wrecked houses.
But for Nahum Barnea, ofedioth Aharonoth
was clear that Israeli public opinion wantedisrael and Hamas threw themselves into a
Oa good warO, explaining a certain Odictatesedia propaganda war during the conflict, par-
ship of opinionO on the way in which Israeliicularly online. The Israeli Army used the
media covered the news.According to Yizhawideo-sharing website YouTube to show Oits
BeQer, Israeli newspapers made little of thgruggle against the terrorists of Hamas using
fact that the Gaza Strip was closed to foreigrtivilians as human shieldsO. Hamas hit back on
journalists. Israeli journalists did not in anyanother such website, PalTube, revealing the
numbers support their foreign colleagues irDmassacresO carried out by the Jewish state in
their representations to the Supreme Court. Gaza and praising HamasOs armed wing and its

martyrs.
Footage shown on prime time television in Is-
rael showed the destruction caused to Israel\Wwho won the media war?
towns by Hamas rockets, the consequences
for society of new call-ups of reservists andsraeli authorities reply to this question with
the problems of residents in the south of theanother question: How could Israel benefit
country after being evacuated for securityfrom the closure, while the only images co-
reasons.The Gaza casualties were very ofteming out of Gaza were provided by Palesti-
overshadowed. Israeli public opinion stronglyian journalists?
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This should be nuanced however. The facthe media battleO, by concentrating on the
that the only images of the conflict in Gazeemotional effects, showing on a loop footage
were made by Palestinian media prompte@f women mourning their dead children, bo-
the international media to use them cau-dies of children torn apart in bombardments,
tiously. In the opening days of the conflict thehus trivialising their deaths.While the Israe-
international media put the public on itslis, he said, enhanced the importance of their
guard, warning that no foreign reporter haddead soldiers and civilians, by showing them
been able to confirm the authenticity of the as heroes.OBy sending foreign media raw foo-
images produced by Palestinian journalistsage, stripped of all analysis and commentary,
These warnings tailed off as the days werRalestinian media failed to show the history
on. of these people, to show their sufferingO, he
concluded.
Palestinian journalists complain of not have
been seen as Oreal journalistsO. One mana@enad Eid, bureau chief in Gaza for the news
of Ramattaypwhich provided footage for the agencyMaOarexplained that since the start
BBC, CNN, Channel 4, Francea@d others, of the conflict, journalists tried to give the
told Reporters Without Borders, with anger dead a face. OEvery wounded individual has a
and resentment: OWe are not credible bestory that we must tell todayO, he told Re-
cause we are Palestinian. Anyone is considperters Without Borders.Today we are doing
red to be better than us and this even if wethe work we were not able to do yesterday.O
have long years of media experience. Today
we need to feel that we are no less worthy Head of communications for BOTselem, Sarit
than others and that we provide work of Michaeli, recognised the quality of the work
qualityO. of Palestinian journalists during the conflict.
But she added that foreign media would had
Adnan Abu Hasna, spokesman in Gaza for thgiven another viewpoint including by showing
United Nations Relief and Works Agencyfootage of Hamas combatants, and investiga-
(UNRWA) for Palestinian refugees, createding allegations that they launched rockets
in 1952, stressed that Othe Palestinians loBbm civilian areas.
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RECOMMENDATIONS made itself completely responsible, is outra-
geous and should be condemned by the in
Reporters Without Borders strongly ternational community.
condemns Israeli attacks against buildings
housing Palestinian or foreign media.The orfoday, there is a severe shortage of journalis-
ganisation calls on the Israeli Army and gatic equipment in the Gaza Strip: film and stills
vernment to quickly provide detailed cameras, cars, editing equipment, generators
information about hits on these buildings. were damaged or destroyed. Apart from
what can be got through secretly in smug-
The United Nations should demand to takegling tunnels, Israel controls all supplies and
part in these investigations along with thegoods getting into the Gaza Strip. The Israeli
drawing up conclusions. Non-governmentahuthorities refuse, for example, to let in bul-
organisations should also be involved. Repotet-proof vests, which are however essential
ters Without Borders is willing to contribute for journalists covering wars, arguing that
independently to these investigations. they could be used by combatants.
Reporters Without Borders calls on the
Previous investigations carried out by the Isstate of Israel to show discretion in its
raeli Army into the death of journalists or control of goods entering the Gaza Strip.
bombing of media have led to unacceptabl¥ital press equipment should benefit from
results, exonerating soldiers from all responthe same treatment as humanitarian aid. The
sibility and therefore from any punishmentorganisation proposes to organise, with the
In the case of operation OCast LeadO, it égreement of the Israeli authorities, a trans-
vital that the facts are known and the rea-port of press equipment to the Gaza Strip.
sons for shooting at journalists and media be
established irrefutably. As for Hamas, since the end of hostilities, the
Islamist movement has tightened its control
Reporters Without Borders maintains that of the Gaza Strip. Reporters Without Bor-
closing the Gaza Strip to the press constiders urges the Hamas government to allow
tutes a serious and unacceptable violation gburnalists to do their job in complete safety
press freedom. The reasons given by the Isand freedom. It is not true that the Gaza-
raeli authorities are not convincing and dobased press is free to criticise Hamas policy
not in any way justify such a violation of freeor to speak in favour of strengthened ties
dom of information. Here also, the organisa-with Fatah and the president of the Palesti-
tion strongly urges the United Nations to nian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas. Leaders of
adopt a resolution immediately calling on Isthe Islamist movement must stop threatening
rael to stop using such coercive methods toand arresting journalists who criticise them,
control information. Controlling information give the stance of other factions or simply
during hostilities, for which the Israeli Army express differing opinions.
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